
 
Cohort 1  

Acorns 

Our Acorn children have been very creative this week creating some excellent detailed drawings at the mark making 

area. The children have been able to tell a story through their drawings. Some of their stories have been just as 

interesting and detailed as their drawings 

 The interest in the jewellery has continued and some children have organised their own competitions to see who 

could find the most jewels. We have seen castles building taking place, using cooperation and communication 

throughout the whole process.  

A lot of open discussions about transitions to new groups at talk time this week, discussing new key workers, group 

names and children they will meet. The groups have come up with great ideas on how to communicate with friends 

that are moving to the other side. “Flying aeroplanes, sending letters and pictures in a post box and making a phone 

device to have daily chats”.   

Children have been engaging in active play indoors in the form of an obstacle course created from our big bricks. They 

have been developing their gross motor skills, balance, turn taking and ability to persevere with this.  

French Fridays - the children chose to continue their interest in the solar system and learn the planets in French, they 

were all able to identify the planets and practiced saying them in French. 

 

Seedlings 

Letters to Santa have been written and posted this week again. A lot of letter recognition and children eager to be 

supported to write their wish lists.  

A box is not just a box!  

The children made great use of a giant empty box they used it as a drum, to play hide and seek, to draw on, and finally 

they turned it into a slide all the children took turns of the new cardboard slide working together collaboratively to 

work out the problems they faced in creating a slide! A lot of active indoor play has been taking place as a whole 

group. One child created a block tower for jumping and shared her creation with all the children. They all took turns 

jumping from the tower on to the mat/pool/sea encouraging each other and further developing their gross motor 

skills. 

Outside the children have been making chalk paint by crushing chalk unlit it turns into powder, adding water and 

mixing the colours to see what they can create 

 

Cohort 2 

 
Acorns 

This week there has been lots of exploration of textures and materials in the art area. With lots of discussions about 

textures, colours and extended language use such as “reflective, shiny, and glittery”. The children were really 

interested in what materials reflect light and which don’t. This is continuing our learning around light and dark with 

the children. The children then used the material to create pictures that “shine and sparkle like a stars at night”. Not 

only have they enjoyed using and creating the pictures they have enjoyed the experience of the “gloopy glue” a very 

sensory experience for them, not just using the glue but the children also can sit quietly after the activity and peel 

glue from their fingers once it dries. This is a very satisfying experience! 

One child made rockets that go “Up and down from the earth to the moon” using colourful building parts. 

Our children have enjoyed lots of running games in the garden this week, incorporating numeracy ,countdowns to 

jumping, counting to 10 and back and lots of ready steady go games. They have also enjoyed jumping to a numbered 

line again incorporating numeracy into this. We have enjoyed ball games, trying to throw the ball into the basket, not 

as easy as you think! But our children were amazing and never gave up, using lots of encouragement for each other 

and huge cheers and celebration of their success. Lots of lovely perseverance skills being learnt and support for each 

other. 

There has been some super stop and go games and this is brilliant for developing those excellent listening skills for the 

children. Yesterday I shared a wonderful hour in the garden with a group of boys. We created a whole story that came 

from them telling me there was a shark in the garden. This developed into a team game protecting the baby fishes 

from the shark who eventually turned into Godzilla! However the children were determined to protect the baby fishes 



and gently passed (imaginary) fishes to each other to trick the shark! Fantastic teamwork and a bit of cunning too, 

that shark was a tricky character who we had to distract from time to time if he got too close to them! Magical. 

Some of the Acorn boys have enjoyed building large towers and of course enjoyed knocking them down again. This is 

again a lovely way to practice perseverance and success. 

Seedlings 

This week the children from both groups learnt about Thanksgiving and the story behind why America celebrates this 

time each year. Although both groups did this the seedlings seem to want to take it further and learn more. We 

watched a little story on you tube about how thanksgiving started. You can watch this with your children again if you 

wish to it would be lovely to hear what they tell you and what they can remember. 

 This is the link https://video.link/w/Lfh3b 

It was lovely to speak with the children about what they were thankful for and how we could display this. One of the 

children suggested making candles and putting our thankful messages on them so that’s what we did. The rolled their 

paper and created flames with tissue then put their message on the candle. Some messages were “Thankful for my 

toys” “Thankful for Santa” “Thankful for my teachers”  

We have experienced lots of group learning this week, jigsaws, team work games have all been very popular. Lots of 

talking about the jigsaw once they have completed it. Playing search and find with the finished jigsaw. This inspired 

lots of discussion with the children and adults about the particular jigsaw they had done. 

The children have been enjoying some sensory experiences in the playdough this week with making their playdough 

with different aromas such as Strawberry and different flavoured tea bags. They experiences science watching what 

happens once hot water is added to the dough and of course enjoyed being creative making cupcakes and sticky 

monsters. 

Lots of promotion of good table manners at snack and lunchtime and taking responsibility for their clearing away of 

dinner plates etc. 

Many of the children have enjoyed using the cameras this week taking lots of pictures of their work, the staff, and 

friends  

( not forgetting so many photos their fingers!) 

 

 

Extended Hours  

We have been very keen to create a smooth transition for the children in both cohorts this week as we are aware that 

the move to extended hours from Monday is another change for them and for you as parents. We understand some 

of you may have concerns and please be assured we will continue to communicate with you and please contact us 

anytime with anything you would like to discuss.  

In order to aid the transition this week, staff who are moving with children have spent some time in the side their 

groups will be and this has been really successful. We are very confident that the transfer will go very smoothly for all 

the children.  

There has been some cheeky wee faces peeking over the dividing wall this week, all excited to be coming over to one 

side or the other. They are very confident resilient little people who never cease to amaze us how they deal with 

change. As a highly skilled staff team we are so excited to be able to offer the children more hours and extend their 

learning even further, what a great opportunity for us all and continue to experience many more high quality learning 

experiences together. 

Thank you all for your kind words and cooperation over the last few weeks. The staff really appreciate your kindness 

and understanding in a time that has been very different for us all. 

 

Dates for your diary 

St Andrews day - Monday 30th – Please feel free to dress the children in any Scottish attire any day this week 

Christmas Jumper day – 11th December  

Preschool NHS eye screen testing 15th December /16th Dec 

Christmas will look different in the setting this year but please be rest assured we will make this a fun time for the 

children, keeping in mind the restrictions in place. 

More news to follow once Christmas diary is completed. 

                                                  

 

 

 

https://video.link/w/Lfh3b

